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rayrah, who paid kharaj on lands owned by them in the
Sawad, point to the conclusion that the kharaj must be con-
tinued on the land with respect to its new Moslem owner,
but also because the humiliation in paying kharaf exists
only when the kharaj is imposed on a land for the first time,
but not when it is continued on a land that already was
paying it. Just as it is not an humiliation to continue in
the status of slavery after conversion to Islam, although it
is humiliating to a person to be reduced to slavery after
having become a Moslem. As regards the hadith invoked
by certain opponents to the effect that the Prophet referring
to instruments of agriculture said: "These have not en-
tered the house of a people but that they have become de-
graded ", the meaning is only that if Moslems occupy them-
selves with agriculture, follow the tails of oxen, and so be-
come sedentary and abandon the holy war, their enemies
will return to the charge upon them and so humiliate them;
it by no means signifies that the payment of kharaj is humil-
iating. The kharaj of heads, however, is different because
it is humiliating whether assessed in the first place or con-
tinued, and therefore if a person paying this kharaj be-
comes a Moslem he ceases to pay it. Al-Sarakhsi adds that
all this is based on the customs o<f the people.1

Later doctors 2 distinguished, besides tithe and kharaj
lands, a third class of lands called amiriyyah (also mamla-
kat) lands. These are lands conquered by force or gained by
treaty which were not left in the ownership of their former
proprietors but were made the property of the public treasury
(boyt-cd-mal). Their proprietors therefore were reduced to
mere tenants (mutasaxrrif) and paid on the produce of the

1 Mabsut, part iii, p. 5; cf. part x, p. 83.

2 Majmaf, p. 513.   For details, see Belin, Padel, Gatteschi, and Husni
(pp. 19-20).